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RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1971.  This  is  number  fifteen  produced  by  your  Medical 
Officer.  It  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  instructions  received 
from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

The  report  was  written  before  a  copy  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Act  1972  was  received.  Many  changes  are  impending  but 
the  new  arrangements  cannot  become  clear  until  after  the  new 
District  Councils  are  elected  in  June  1973. 

A  welcome  move  towards  more  environmental  improvements 
is  taking  place.  It  is  difficult  to  assess  the  situation  which  will 
arise  when  adequate  by-passes  have  been  built  to  remove  the 
torrent  of  traffic  from  the  streets  of  the  town. 

In  spite  of  extensive  house-building  the  population  remains 
more  or  less  static. 

Problems  of  pollution  from  domestic  smoke  and  cigarette 
smoke  remain  a  background  to  considerable  ill-health  and  sub¬ 
standard  health. 

More  smoke  control  areas  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of 
smoke  in  streets  and  more  personal  thought  by  those  responsible 
for  their  own  personal  pollution  would  have  more  far-reaching 
effects  than  almost  all  other  forms  of  action. 

Activities  under  cover  and  available  during  periods  of  poor 
weather  or  dark  nights  are  very  welcome.  The  new  swimming 
baths  are  a  noted  step  forward. 

The  Home  Safety  Committee  continues  its  vigorous  and 
stimulating  career. 

The  advice  and  assistance  from  General  Practitioners  and 
their  attached  Health  Visitors  is  most  valuable. 

The  interest  of  the  members  of  the  Council  in  health  matters 
is  much  appreciated. 

The  cheerful  comments  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  members  of  the  Council  staff  are  received  with  considerable 
pleasure. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  WEYMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 


The  Statistics  which  appear  in  this  report  have  been 
compiled  from  information  received  from  a  number  of  sources 
throughout  the  year. 

They  are  kept  to  a  minimum  in  this  report,  but  some  are 
necessary  so  that  comparisons  can  be  made  with  previous  years. 

The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  Ripley  supplies  a 
weekly  return  giving  details  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in 
the  area. 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  are  sent  in  by  Medical 
Practitioners  and  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis  sometimes  by  the 
Chest  Physicians  and  Hospital  Medical  Officers. 

The  notification  of  suspected  cases  is  most  important,  for 
instance  in  poliomyelitis,  food  poisoning  and  dysentery.  Tele¬ 
phone  communications  are  much  appreciated  and  can  save  a 
great  deal  of  time. 

Additional  information  about  infectious  disease  and  undiag¬ 
nosed  illnesses  comes  from  hospitals,  school  teachers,  parents, 
health  visitors  and  casual  conversations. 

At  weekly  and  quarterly  intervals,  details  regarding  infec¬ 
tious  disease,  births  and  deaths,  are  received  from  the  Registrar 
General.  This  enables  a  watch  to  be  kept  on  any  unusually 
prevalent  disease  in  the  County,  or  surrounding  districts  or 
towns. 

Information  received  from  Medical  Officers  of  Health  or 
Port  Medical  Officers  about  travellers  leads  to  surveillance  of 
persons  arriving  from  Smallpox  areas.  Sometimes  contacts  of 
paratyphoid  cases  require  examination  to  ensure  that  they  are 
free  from  disease. 

Many  points  occur  during  the  year  and  are  dealt  with  in 
a  routine  manner. 

POPULATION 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  the  30th 
June,  1971,  was  given  by  the  Registrar  General  as  17,880.  This 
is  an  increase  of  10  from  the  estimate  made  at  the  same  time 
in  1970. 

BIRTHS 

243  live  births  were  registered  in  1971  giving  a  crude  birth 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  13.6.  When  adjusted 
for  comparison  purposes  by  the  application  of  the  comparability 
factor  of  1.07,  the  rate  is  14.6  which  compares  with  a  rate  of 
16.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

See  Summary  of  Statistics  and  Table  4. 
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Still  Births 

The  five  still  births  registered  give  a  rate  per  1,000  births 
(live  and  still),  of  20.0  and  compare  with  a  rate  of  12.0  for 
England  and  Wales. 

infant  Mortality 

3  deaths  were  recorded  in  children  under  the  age  of  one 
year. 

These  give  an  infant  death  rate  per  thousand  live  births  of 
12.0  and  can  be  compared  with  an  England  and  Wales  rate 
of  18.0. 

Perinatal  Mortality 

The  number  of  still  births  and  infant  deaths  occurring  under 
the  age  of  one  week  is  eight  and  gives  a  rate  per  thousand  live 
and  still  births  of  32.0.  This  can  be  compared  with  a  rate  of 
22.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

DEATHS 

226  deaths  were  registered.  These  give  a  crude  death  rate 
per  thousand  of  the  population  of  12.6  which  after  adjustment 
by  the  application  of  the  comparability  factor  of  1.06  is  13.4. 

Deaths  from  Individual  Diseases 

The  226  deaths  are  set  out  in  Table  5  according  to  cause 
and  sex  distribution. 

Disease  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

131  deaths  were  recorded  in  this  group — -69  males  and  62 
females. 

Cancer 

35  deaths — 20  men  and  15  women— were  recorded  in  this 
group. 

Deaths  per  thousand  of  the  population  are  set  out  in  the 
Summary  of  Statistics  with  comparative  figures  for  England  and 
Wales. 

8  deaths  occurred  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus — 7 
men  and  1  woman. 

The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1962 

1 

1 

2 

1963 

7 

— 

7 

1964 

9 

— 

9 

1965 

5 

— 

5 

1966 

10 

— 

10 

1967 

2 

1 

3 

1968 

7 

— 

7 

1969 

6 

— 

6 

1970 

4 

3 

7 

1971 

7 

1 

8 
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Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

There  were  11  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  10  from  bron¬ 
chitis.  Of  the  10  deaths  from  bronchitis  9  were  recorded  in  men. 
These  deaths  were  of  people  aged  55  and  over. 

Maternal  Deaths 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  recorded  in  the  Urban 
District. 

Tuberculosis 

A  man  aged  83  died  from  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Accidents 

5  persons — 4  males  and  1  female — died  as  a  result  of 
accidents. 

4  males  were  involved  in  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  a 
female  died  from  burns  following  an  explosion  at  work. 

Suicide 

1  male  and  1  female  committed  suicide — -the  man  by 
hanging  and  the  woman  by  overdose  of  drugs. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

44  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  1971. 

The  incidence  of  individual  diseases  was  :  Infective  Jaundice 
32  ;  Scarlet  Fever  6 ;  Tuberculosis  3  ;  Measles  2  ;  Meningococcal 
Infection  1. 

Infective  Jaundice 

32  cases  were  notified — 20  males  and  12  females.  All  but 
four  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  year. 
Of  the  20  notifications  received  for  men,  all  but  one  of  the  cases 
occurred  between  the  ages  of  3  and  24.  The  remaining  case 
occurred  in  a  man  aged  61.  As  regards  the  notifications  for 
women,  8  of  the  cases  occurred  between  the  ages  of  11  and  16. 

Scarlet  Fever 

6  cases  were  notified.  All  the  cases  occurred  in  the  months 
of  June  and  July. 

Tuberculosis 

Three  notifications  were  received — all  respiratory.  Two  of 
the  cases  occurred  in  men  aged  50  and  84  and  the  remaining 
case  was  in  a  female  aged  84.  Both  the  persons  aged  84  have 
since  died. 

Measles 

2  cases  were  notified.  Both  cases  occurred  in  boys  aged 
2  during  January. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1  case  was  notified.  This  occurred  in  a  female  aged  1.3/ 12th 
years. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DISEASES 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

The  year  was  marked  by  a  decision  taken  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  on  the  advice  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Vaccination  and  Immunisation  to  no  longer  recommend  Vacin- 
nation  against  Smallpox  as  a  routine  in  this  country. 

The  eradication  programme  of  the  World  Health  Organisa¬ 
tion  continues  to  make  good  progress. 

Smallpox  still  exists  and  travellers  to  certain  countries  still 
require  vaccination. 

The  control  of  the  situation  when  a  case  doss  occur  has 
been  good  and  this  is  a  tribute  to  many  health  staffs  in  many 
countries. 

The  surveillance  system  of  travellers  from  infected  areas 
who  have  not  had  vaccination  has  also  worked  well. 

There  have  been  great  changes  in  the  production  of  small¬ 
pox  vaccine  from  an  impure  vaccine  in  many  forms  of  containers 
to  a  much-improved  vaccine  contained  in  a  small  length  of 
plastic  tube  ! 


Poliomyelitis!  Tetanus,  Whooping  Gough,  Measles 

The  Derbyshire  County  schemes  for  protection  against  these 
diseases  continue  but  a  higher  response  rate  is  needed.  The 
progress  towards  computer  control  will  take  us  towards  the 
90  per  cent  protection  required  if  measles  is  not  to  occur. 

It  is  well  to  note  that  laboratory  reports  include  reports 
on  the  isolation  of  polio  virus  elsewhere.  A  reminder  that  if 
adequate  protection  is  not  obtained  cases  of  paralysis  can  occur 
again. 

German  Measles 

Protection  of  the  13-14  year  old  girls  against  this  disease 
continues.  Also  selected  groups  are  advised  about  the  risk. 

Venereal  Disease 

Reminders  are  given  about  gonorrhoea  at  intervals.  Espe¬ 
cially  is  information  given  about  Special  Clinics  run  in  various 
hospitals. 

Diarrhoea 

Outbreaks  of  illness  associated  with  diarrhoea  are  often  not 
brought  to  notice  until  well  established.  Often  this  is  now  given 
the  fashionable  name  of  “gastroenteritis”. 
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SMOKING  AND  HEALTH 

During  the  year  a  report  was  made  to  the  Health  Committee 
as  follows  : — 

“Reports  have  been  made  for  the  information  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  since  March,  1962. 

At  that  time  the  report  on  Smoking  and  Health  was 
published  by  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians.  The  then 
Ministry  of  Health  circulated  all  Local  Health  Authorities 
asking  for  their  help  in  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  public 
the  hazards  of  smoking. 

Since  March,  1962  the  Committee  have  had  some  22 
reports  and  comments  on  this  subject  from  your  Medical 
Officer. 

In  1962  it  was  noted  that  during  the  years  1921-1930  there 
was  an  average  of  894  deaths  from  lung  cancer  each  year. 

In  1962  this  had  risen  to  an  average  of  21,000  deaths  from 
lung  cancer  each  year. 

In  1969  this  had  risen  to  some  33,000  deaths  each  year 
from  lung  cancer. 

This  does  not  include  the  other  effects  such  as  aggravation 
of  bronchitis  and  chronic  bronchitis,  heart  disease  etc. 

During  the  years  we  have  used  a  considerable  amount  of 
Health  Education  material.  There  is  a  more  forceful  attitude 
of  Central  Government  Departments  and  the  mass  publicity 
media. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  your  Medical  Officer’s  mind  that  all 
our  efforts  must  continue  to  be  devoted  to  try  and  improve 
this  disastrous  situation.” 

A  report  to  your  Committee  in  January,  1971,  was  as 
follows  : — 

“In  anticipation  of  the  report  “Smoking  and  Health  Now” 
about  the  deaths  and  illness  arising  and  continuing  as  a 
result  of  cigarette  smoking,  posters  have  been  posted. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  vigour  with  which  this  subject 
is  being  dealt  with  in  America. 

Whilst  domestic  atmospheric  pollution  makes  weather 
conditions  worse,  this  personal  pollution  is  a  menace.  There 
are  much  better  things  to  do  with  the  money  spent  in  this  way. 

In  my  Annual  Reports  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
need  to  change  some  of  our  habits.  Modern  knowledge  and 
technology  have  made  it  possible  for  people  to  live  much 
longer.  This  would  be  more  obvious  if  people  took  advantage 
of  this  opportunity.  To  be  born  into  this  world  with  all  the 
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services  available,  an  expensive  education  and  all  its  advan¬ 
tages,  and  during  all  this  time  to  do  ones  best,  by  adopting 
bad  habits,  to  die  as  early  as  possible  seems  to  point  to  faulty 
parenthood  and  faulty  education,  or  is  the  easy  way  out  to 
blame  something-— for  instance  advertising,  publicity  and 
insidious  propaganda. 

Perhaps  it  is  difficult  for  an  individual  to  realise  that 
what  one  does  as  a  habit  for  twenty  years  may  incur  early 
death  or  frequent  illness.  Nevertheless  this  is  the  outcome 
of  all  our  modern  developments. 

Apart  from  personal  pollution  the  indiscriminate  irritation 
of  others  is  a  factor  requiring  consideration.  A  person  who 
attends  meetings  elsewhere  spends  the  night  and  following 
day  in  sheer  misery  because  of  catarrh  and  eye  irritation 
caused  by  excessive  cigarette  smoke  pollution. 

Failing  everything  else,  properly  ventilated  rooms  and 
non-smoking  accommodation  and  compartments  are  a  great 
help.” 

Our  long  campaign  continues.  Information  is  now  widely 
known  and  national  action  is  taken.  The  formation  of  A.S.H. 
will  undoubtedly  play  a  great  part  in  the  future. 

A  “Derbyshire  Action  on  Smoking  and  Health  Committee” 
has  been  formed.  Its  future  career  will  be  watched  with 
interest. 

FAMILY  PLANNING 

Information  is  more  widespread  and  more  readily  available. 

Services  are  being  extended  in  all  directions. 

SUICIDE 

Arising  out  of  attendance  at  the  Royal  Society  of  Health 
Conference  recently  a  paper  presented  by  a  Consultant  Psychia¬ 
trist  working  with  the  Samaritan  National  Organisation  was  full 
of  interest. 

From  two  branches  in  1959  the  Samaritan  Organisation  has 
expanded  to  116  branches  at  that  time. 

The  Consultant  Psychiatrist  states  :  “The  national  suicide 
rate  fluctuated  between  10  and  12  per  100,000  through  the 
1950s  achieving  a  peak  of  12.2  in  1963  (the  year  the  Samaritans 
were  nationally  organised)  and  dropping  steadily  by  about  200 
per  year  since  that  time  to  8.9  in  1969 — a  total  drop  of  27  per 
cent.  This  is  unparalleled  in  the  Western  world  and  it,  together 
with  the  expansion  of  the  Samaritan  movement,  is  one  of  the 
striking  social  events  of  the  1960s.” 

Emphasis  is  placed  on  the  24-hour  service  and  systematic 
befriending  of  lonely  people.  It  is  pointed  out  that  most  services 
are  not  available  at  night,  at  weekends  or  at  holiday  periods 
and  are  not  of  the  type  of  the  Samaritan  service. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Efforts  continued  as  in  previous  years.  Whilst  person-to- 
person  communication  is  often  the  most  effective,  the  mass 
media  play  a  very  great  part  in  bringing  numerous  topics 
repeatedly  before  the  public. 

The  Press  are  most  valuable  in  drawing  attention  to  local 
incidents  which  underline  points  of  Health  Education.  It  is 
important  to  realise  that  now  the  “one  man  band”  has  less 
success  compared  with  these  more  massive  efforts.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  local  efforts  are  lined  up  with  national  efforts  the  work 
of  all  is  reinforced. 

The  poster  boards  were  used  throughout  the  year  and  the 
following  topics  were  illustrated  :  Smoking  and  Health,  Food 
Hygiene,  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 


DROWNING  ACCIDENTS 

These  dangers  are  remarked  upon  each  year.  In  the  first 
place  to  give  a  reminder  that  danger  areas  should  be  properly 
protected. 

The  new  swimming  baths  should  take  away  some  of  the  zest 
to  swim  in  unsafe  and  impure  waters.  They  will  form  a  vigorous 
focal  centre  to  train  life-savers  and  all  types  of  swimming 
adventure  in  safe  conditions. 


DANGEROUS  LITTER  ACT,  1971 

Attention  was  drawn  to  this  Act  which  raises  maximum 
penalties  for  offences  under  the  Litter  Act  1958. 

Most  important  however  : — 

“In  sentencing  a  person  convicted  of  an  offence  under  that 
Act  the  court  shall  have  regard  not  only  to  the  purpose  of  the 
Act  in  preventing  the  defacement  by  litter  of  places  in  the 
open  air,  but  also  to  the  nature  of  the  litter  and  any  resulting 
risk  (in  the  circumstances  of  the  offence)  of  injury  to  persons 
or  animals  or  damage  to  property.” 

The  Medical  Officer  has  always  been  much  perturbed  by  the 
amount  of  broken  glass  often  found  in  play  areas  and  on 
occasions  in  paddling  pools.  One  answer  is  to  encourage  the 
use  of  plastic  containers,  which  provide  their  own  problems,  but 
do  not  cause  serious  injury. 
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Department  of  Health  &  Social  Security  Circular  53/71. 
This  is  a  long  and  very  complete  circular,  giving  guidance  to 
the  Social  Services  about  “Help  in  the  home”. 

Chiefly  it  deals  with  expanded  home  help  services,  confirms 
powers  to  provide  laundry  services,  encourages  provision  of 
more  complete  help  for  short  periods  in  the  home  and  more 
vigorous  support  for  relatives  in  caring  for  people  at  home  is 
recommended. 

Endorsement  of  our  comments  of  long  ago  of  the  need  for 
special  assistance  with  difficult  homes  (special  groups  with 
equipment  etc.),  and  a  night-sitting  service — an  old  favourite 
of  ours  ! 

“But  an  unclean  house  occupied  by  people  not  fit  enough 
to  clean  it  or  provide  for  themselves  constitutes  a  social  problem 
not  in  itself  requiring  medical  authentication,  and  there  should 
be  no  need  to  refer  to  health  services  about  it.  A  close  working 
relationship  between  health  and  social  services  centrally  and 
in  the  area  organisation  should  produce  sound  principles  and 
practice  adapted  to  local  needs  and  capabilities.” 

Your  Council  staff,  housing  department,  health  department, 
etc.,  have  enjoyed  excellent  relations  with  former  Welfare 
Officers  and  now  with  the  Social  Service  Officers.  These  en¬ 
deavours  continue  in  the  new  arrangement  and  much  useful 
work  is  being  carried  out. 


HOME  SAFETY 

The  Joint  Alfreton  and  Ripley  Home  Safety  Committee  con¬ 
tinued  its  useful  meetings.  The  Committee  enjoys  financial 
support  from  the  Derbyshire  County  Council  as  well  as  from 
Alfreton  Urban  District  Council  and  Ripley  Urban  District 
Council. 

The  Committee  is  a  very  useful  platform  for  Home  Safety 
problems.  Members  are  vigorous  and  take  part  in  organising 
competitions  and  generally  pushing  forward  home  safety 
problems. 

For  many  years  the  annual  grants  have  remained  unchanged. 
Costs  have  risen.  The  Authorities  agreed  to  increased  contri¬ 
butions  to  support  activities. 

Grateful  thanks  for  this  solid  support  was  given  to  the 
three  Authorities. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

General  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres .  5,411 

Population  (estimated)  .  17,880 

Population  per  acre  .  3.3 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (as  at  April  1st,  1972)  .  6,646 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  April  1st,  1972)  . £639,168 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (as  at  April  1st,  1972)  £6,280 

Live  Births  registered  .  243 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  .  5.0 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  . . .  13.6 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (comparability  factor  1.07)  .  14.6 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ..: .  16.0 

Still  Births  registered  .  5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (live  and  still)  . :  20.0 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  .  12.0 

Deaths  registered  . 226 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . .  12.6 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor  1.06)  .  13.4 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales .  11.6 

Maternal  Deaths  (Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion)  ...  — 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  — 

Maternal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . .  0.17 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1  year  of  age)  . .  3 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  . 12.0 

Infant  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  ..; .  18.0 

Infant  Deaths  (legitimate)  under  1  year  of  age  .  2 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  legitimate  .  9.0 

Infant  Deaths  (illegitimate)  under  1  year  of  age  .  1 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  illegitimate  . -....  91.0 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4  weeks  of  age)  .  3 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  . :...  12,0 

Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  .  12.0 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1  week  of  age)  . : .  3 

Early  neonatal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  .  12.0 

Perinatal  Deaths  (still-births  and  deaths 

under  1  week  of  age)  . : .  8 

Perinatal  Mortality  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  .  32.0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from  : — 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  . : .  0.447 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England  and  Wales  .  0.630 

Cancer,  other  forms  . . .  1.510 

Cancer,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  .  1.765 
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TABLE  1 


BIRTHS 

LEGITIMATE  ILLEGITIMATE 

Births  M.  F  Total  M.  F.  Total 

Live  .  112  120  232  5  6  11 

Still  .  3  2  5  -  - 


TABLE  2 

STILL-BIRTHS — 1961-1971 

Rate  per  thousand  Births 


Year 

Number 

(Live  and 

1961 

7 

26.5 

1962 

5 

21.3 

1963 

7 

26.0 

1964 

6 

25.6 

1965 

6 

21.2 

1966 

5 

20.9 

1967 

8 

30.0 

1968 

4 

15.0 

1969 

3 

11.0 

1970 

2 

8.0 

1971 

5 

20.0 

TABLE  3 


INFANT  AND  PERINATAL  MORTALITY 


Infant  Deaths 
Under  1  year  of  age 
Under  4  weeks  of  age 
Under  1  week  of  age 
Perinatal  Deaths  . 


Legitimate 
Male  Female  Total 
2  2 

2  2 

2  2 

3  4  7 


Illegitimate 


Male 

Female  Total 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

TABLE  4 

COMPARATIVE  TABLES— 1961-1971 


Year 

(Population 

Estimated) 

Birth  Rate 
(per 

1,000  of 
population) 

Death  Rate 
(per 

1,000  of 
population) 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate 
per  1,000 
Live  Births) 

1961 

17,650 

14.6 

11.7 

7.8 

1962 

17,700 

13.0 

10.5 

17.4 

1963 

17,760 

14.8 

11.1 

11.4 

1964 

17,720 

12.9 

11.1 

48.2 

1965 

17,780 

15.6 

9.8 

3.6 

1966 

17,750 

13.2 

12.1 

21.4 

1967 

17,780 

14.3 

11.2 

31.0 

1968 

17,850 

14.6 

12.5 

27.0 

1969 

17,910 

15.3 

11.3 

11.0 

1970 

17,870 

13.5 

12.9 

29.0 

1971 

17,880 

13.6 

12.6 

12.0 
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TABLE  5 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male  Female  Total 

B4 

Enteritis  &  other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

B5 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

— 

1 

B 1 9(1 ) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity 
Etc . 

2 

_ 

2 

B19(2) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  (Esophagus  ... 

1 

— 

1 

B19(3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

3 

2 

5 

B19(4) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

3 

3 

6 

B19(6) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

7 

1 

8 

B19(7) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast . 

— 

3 

3 

B19(9) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

2 

— 

2 

B19(10) 

Leukaemia  . 

1 

— 

1 

B19(ll) 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  . 

2 

6 

8 

B20 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

2 

— 

2 

B21 

Diabetes  Mellitus  . 

— 

1 

1 

B46(l) 

Other  Endocrine  Etc.  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

B46(5) 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

2 

2 

4 

B26 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  ... 

3 

— 

3 

B27 

Hypertensive  Disease  . 

2 

2 

4 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease . 

36 

34 

70 

B29 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

5 

5 

10 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease . 

15 

13 

28 

B46(6) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

8 

8 

16 

B32 

Pneumonia . 

7 

4 

11 

B33(l) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  . 

9 

1 

10 

B46(7) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

B34 

Peptic  Ulcer  . 

1 

— 

1 

B36 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  ... 

1 

1 

2 

B46(8) 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

2 

3 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

— 

1 

1 

B46(9) 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

2 

2 

4 

B46(l  1) 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

— 

3 

3 

B42 

Congenital  Anomalies  . 

— 

1 

1 

B44 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

1 

2 

B45 

Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions 

— 

1 

1 

BE47 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents . 

4 

— 

4 

BE48 

All  Other  Accidents . 

— 

1 

1 

BE49 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Total  . 

125 

101 

226 

Male  ... 

DEATHS  (AGE  IN  YEARS) 

0-44  45-54  55-64 

.  8  10  27 

65-74 

33 

75  + 

47 

Female 

.  6  5  9 

25 

56 
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TABLE  6 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1971 

AGE  GROUPS 


Infective 

Jaundice 

Measles 

Mening- 

gococcal 

Infection 

Scarlet 

Fever 

All  ages 

32 

2 

1 

6 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—  . 

...  — 

— 

1 

1 

2—  . 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3—  . 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4  . 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

5—  . 

6 

— 

— 

2 

10—  . 

10 

— 

— 

— 

15—  . 

8 

— 

— 

2 

25—  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35—  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45—  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

3 


1 

2 
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ACCIDENTS  CAUSING  DEATH  TO  RIPLEY  RESIDENTS 
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RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 

To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  eleventh  Annual  Report. 

The  district’s  two  Smoke  Control  Orders  are  in  full 
operation. 

The  main  sewerage  scheme  is  proceeding.  New  sewers  are 
laid  serving  Heage  Road  Industrial  Site,  Chadwick  Grave  and 
Street  Lane  and  the  new  Northern  Sewage  Works  is  in  opera¬ 
tion.  New  sewers  are  being  laid  to  serve  Lower  Hartshay,  parts 
of  Nether  Heage  and  Ambergate. 

The  Lons  Garden  Estate  of  over  eighty  local  authority 
houses  is  occupied  and  extension  is  in  progress.  Seventy-five 
per  cent  grants  have  given  a  much-needed  boost  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  older  houses  and  an  ambitious  scheme  for  Council 
house  improvement  has  started. 

The  Swimming  Baths,  which  seem  to  have  been  little  more 
than  a  dream  for  so  long  in  the  town,  are  well  advanced  in 
construction. 

Progress  towards  making  the  town  a  better  place  in  which 
to  live  and  work  can  be  seen  and  the  support  of  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  the  work 
of  the  staff  of  the  department  has  been  much  appreciated. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  A.  GREGORY, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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FOOD 


The  Department  provides  a  free  advisory  service  available 
for  all  food  traders.  It  is  concerned  with  the  fitness  of  food 
for  human  consumption,  the  construction  of  food  premises  and 
standards  of  hygiene.  It  is  part  of  the  responsibility  to  ensure 
that  food  is  clean  and  wholesome. 


Food  Surrendered  or  Condemned 

In  the  course  of  general  food  inspection  duties,  3  tons 
18  cwts.  7  lbs.  of  unsound  food  were  surrendered  or  were 
condemned  in  1971.  The  details  are  as  follows  : — 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 
(9) 


TABLE  1 


Meat  Wholesale  Premises — 

(a)  Carcase  meat  . 

(b)  Offal  . 

Meat  Retail  Shops — 

(a)  Carcase  Meat  . 

(b)  Offal  . 


Tons  Cwts.  Lbs. 

-  3  54 

-  -  31 

-  2  80 


Cooked  meat  and  meat  products  .  -  -  - 

Canned  meats  .  -  18  66 

Other  canned  foods  .  2  3  78 

Fish  (fresh)  .  -  -  - 

Fruit  and  vegetables  (fresh)  .  -  8  89 

Frozen  foods  due  to  cabinet  breakdown  -  -  47 

Other  foods  .  -  4  10 

Total  3  18  7 
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Foreign  Matter  in  Food 


The  following 
co-operation  with 
authority  : — 

cases  were  dealt  with  during 
the  County  Council  as  Food 

the  year  in 
and  Drugs 

TABLE  2 

Foreign  Matter 

Home  produced  Imported 
food  food 

Mould 

Milk  . 

1 

— 

— 

Butter  . 

— 

— 

— 

Cheese  . 

— 

— 

— 

Bread  . 

.  1 

— 

— 

Canned  Meat 

— 

2 

— 

Cooked  Meat 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Pies  .. . . 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  . 

— 

— 

— 

Fruit  . 

— 

— 

— 

Jam  . 

— 

— 

— 

Vegetables  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Cereals  . 

— 

— 

— 

Sweets  . 

— 

— 

— 

Confectionery 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Food 

.  1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

Totals  3 

2 

— 

Food  Hygiene 

Most  of  the  work  in  promoting  satisfactory  standards  of 
cleanliness  in  food  businesses  is  of  an  advisory  nature  and 
persuasion  is  widely  used  to  remedy  unsatisfactory  conditions. 
It  is  customary  to  resort  to  court  proceedings  in  only  the  more 
serious  cases. 

44  premises  were  inspected. 

Sampling 

2  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  biological  examination 
for  brucella  abortus.  This  is  a  disease  of  cattle  which  causes 
abortion  and  can  be  passed  to  man  through  the  consumption 
of  unpasteurised  milk  or  cream  from  an  infected  animal.  All 
the  results  were  negative.  Sampling  is  also  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food. 

Working  Conditions  in  Offices  and  Shops 

During  1971  two  premises  became  registered  in  the  district. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  numbers  of  the  various  types 
of  premises  registered  by  the  local  authority  were  as  set  out 
in  Table  10. 

54  visits  were  paid  to  registered  premises  during  the  year. 
Details  are  given  in  Table  10. 
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Contraventions. 

A  total  of  6  contraventions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Rail¬ 
way  Premises  Act,  1963,  or  of  regulations  made  under  the  Act 
were  detected  in  1971.  Details  of  the  various  types  of  contraven¬ 
tions  are  given  in  Table  10. 

No  proceedings  have  been  taken  during  1971  but  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act  continues. 

Accidents 

No  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year,  and  one 
suspects  that  this  is  failure  to  report  rather  than  a  perfect 
record. 


HOUSING 


New  Houses 

40  flats  and  1  new  Council  house  were  completed  during 
1971. 


The  figures  for  the  past  10  years  are  as  follows  : — 


TABLE  3 


1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967  1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Council  : 

9 

17 

4 

26 

- - 

23  4 

— 

— 

41 

Private 
Enterprise  : 

flats 

32 

flats 

58 

74 

78 

54 

74  138 

88 

112 

117 

Voluntary  Housing  Improvements 

In  order  to  speed  up  the  rate  of  house  improvement,  the 
Housing  Act,  1969,  introduced  more  generous  assistance  for 
people  who  want  to  improve  and  modernise  sound  older  homes. 
There  are  now  no  conditions  to  comply  with  after  improvement, 
nothing  to  pay  back  even  if  you  sell,  and  improved  houses 
qualify  for  the  payment  of  more  realistic  rents  by  tenants.  75  per 
cent  grants  up  to  £1,500  can  be  made. 

During  the  last  10  years  the  Council  has  made  91  discre¬ 
tionary  and  384  standard  grants  which  have  assisted  in 
providing  the  following  amenities  : — 


Standard  Grants 


Amenities 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Baths  provided 

32 

39 

39 

26 

28 

42 

49 

53 

49 

27 

Internal  water 

closets  . 

19 

50 

45 

35 

37 

48 

59 

67 

68 

51 

Larders  provided 

28 

10 

18 

15 

19 

30 

33 

31 

9 

— 

Hot  water  sys- 

terns  provided 

28 

43 

41 

27 

33 

46 

55 

55 

60 

37 

Wash  hand  basins 

provided  . 

32 

43 

41 

28 

33 

46 

50 

54 

58 

34 

Sinks  provided 

2 

2 
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Discretionary  Grants 


Amenities 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Baths  provided 

11 

3 

13 

14 

2 

2 

2 

6 

13 

25 

Internal  water 

closets  . 

5 

3 

13 

14 

2 

2 

2 

6 

13 

25 

Larders  provided 

8 

2 

13 

14 

2 

2 

2 

6 

13 

25 

Hot  water  sys- 

terns  provided 

11 

3 

13 

14 

2 

2 

2 

6 

13 

25 

Wash  hand  basins 

provided  ... 

11 

3 

13 

14 

2 

2 

2 

6 

13 

25 

In  Ripley  Urban  District  according  to  the  1961  Census  : 

17  houses  were  without  a  cold  water  tap  in  the  house  (8 
shared  this  facility). 

1,054  households  were  without  a  hot  water  tap  (3  shared). 

1,510  households  were  without  water  closet  within  or  attached 
to  the  building  (13  shared). 

It  is  currently  estimated  that : — 

1,337  are  without  hot  and  cold  water  at  three  points. 

822  are  without  a  fixed  bath. 

1,137  are  without  an  internal  water  closet. 

697  are  without  all  three. 

These  include  a  number  of  Council  houses  and  schemes  for 
the  improvement  of  these  are  in  progress. 

Multi-occupation 

Multi-occupation  is  virtually  non-existent  in  this  area. 

Compulsory  Improvements 

The  Housing  Act,  1964,  has  given  power,  in  certain  circum¬ 
stances,  for  the  Council  to  require  improvements  to  be  carried 
out. 


The  Act  provides  that  any  tenant  occupying  a  dwelling 
which  is  without  one  or  more  of  the  standard  amenities  (viz. :  a 
sink,  bath  or  shower  in  a  separate  room,  hot  water  system,  wash 
hand  basin,  inside  water  closet)  may  make  representations  in 
writing  to  the  local  authority  with  a  view  to  the  exercise  of 
their  power  to  compel  owners  to  provide  these  amenities.  Tenants 
seem  to  be  reluctant  to  ask  to  the  Council  to  use  these  powers. 

Unfit  Houses 

Malthouse  Yard  has  been  cleared  and  the  land  is  to  be  used 
for  car  parking. 

21  Demolition  Orders  and  15  Closing  Orders  were  made  on 
individual  houses  which  were  unfit  and  1  undertaking  to  repair 
was  accepted. 

The  amount  of  this  work  depends  on  the  rate  at  which 
occupants  of  unfit  properties  can  be  rehoused.  Approximately 
465  houses  are  estimated  to  be  unfit. 
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Pail  Closets 

There  are  now  58  pail  closets  in  the  area.  None  has  a  sewer 
available  so  that  compulsory  action  cannot  be  taken  for  their 
abolition  until  sewer  extensions  are  made.  Persuasion  by  means 
of  the  offer  of  50  per  cent  grants  under  Section  47  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  for  closet  conversions  or  Standard  Improvement 
Grants  is  the  only  course  available,  and  this  continues.  Sewer 
extensions  in  progress  will  enable  this  position  to  be  improved 
very  soon. 


Classification  of  Insanitary  Closet  Accommodation  in  Urban  Area 


Housing 

Programme 

Cesspool 

Unsat. 

drains 

Total 

Pails 

Waingroves . 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Ambergate  . 

8 

29 

11 

48 

Heage  . 

1 

4 

3 

8 

10 

34 

14 

58 

Statutory  Action 

Authorised  action 

No.  of 

Work 
done  in 

Notices 

Notices 

complied 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  : 

Premises 

default 

served 

with 

Section  15  (Prov.  of 

Public  Sewer) . 

15 

1 

15 

15 

Section  24  (Sewers)  ... 

23 

2 

23 

23 

Section  39  (Drainage) 

10 

1 

4 

9 

Section  45 

(Closet  Repairs) 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Section  17  (Stopped 
up  drains)  . 

Section  75  (Dustbins)  ... 

6 

— 

4 

6 

Section  93  (Nuisances) 

11 

• — 

5 

9 

Section  138  (Water  Supply) 

•  • 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Health  Act,  1961 
Section  29  (Demolition) 

• 

18 

18 

7 

Section  27(1)  (Buildings 
seriously  detrimental 
to  the  amenities)  ... 

3 

3 

3 

Caravans 

There  are  five  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  area  containing 
five  residential  caravans  and  two  caravans  for  holiday  purposes. 

The  travelling  scrap  dealers  remain  a  problem  to  which  the 
only  answer  appears  to  be  municipal  sites.  The  provision  of  sites 
in  this  county  is  urgently  necessary,  if  the  continued  nuisance 
and  health  hazard  from  this  source  are  to  be  abated  and  the 
County  Council  have  the  responsibility  to  make  this  provision. 
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CLEAN  AIR 

The  Council  has  two  smoke  control  areas  in  operation.  No. 

2  area  the  Holly  Bush  Farm  and  West  Avenue  Estates  operated 
from  the  1st  July,  1971.  The  alteration  of  appliances  proceeded 
smoothly,  but  the  grant  limits  fixed  in  1966  are  not  generous. 
Many  householders,  however,  regard  them  as  a  welcome  contri¬ 
bution  to  their  central  heating  system,  which  they  intended  to 
install  in  any  case.  Increased  grants  will  apply  to  the  next 
area. 

It  is  important  to  remember  that  pollution  from  domestic 
chimneys  is  emitted  at  low  velocity,  at  a  low  level  and  contains 
a  relatively  high  proportion  of  soot,  tar  and  other  unburnt 
constituents.  Moreover,  domestic  smoke  pollution  is  very  much 
a  local  matter  and  depends  on  the  density  of  the  population  and 
its  coal  consumption  in  a  relatively  small  surrounding  area.  In 
other  words  small  towns  even  in  country  districts  can  be  as 
dirty  as  large  towns. 

There  is  no  technical  problem  as  far  as  domestic  pollution 
is  concerned.  It  is  a  matter  of  ceasing  to  use  raw  coal  on  the 
domestic  grate — other  than  naturally  smokeless  fuels — and  of 
using  manufactured  fuels,  gas,  electricity  or  oil. 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  due  to  shortage  of 
either  premium  or  non-premium  solid  smokeless  fuels. 

It  is  an  offence  to  obtain  solid  smoke-producing  fuel  for 
use  in  a  smoke  control  area  or  to  sell  fuel  by  retail  for  delivery 
to  premises  in  such  an  area. 

Four  applications  for  approval  of  chimney  heights  were  dealt 
with. 

The  recent  legislation,  which  considerably  improved  the 
arrangements  for  approval  of  chimney  heights,  also  increased 
the  size  of  a  furnace  exempt  from  these  requirements. 
Developers  have  been  quick  to  notice  that  the  use  of  two  or 
three,  or  even  six  or  more  separate  furnaces  has  enabled  them 
to  completely  evade  these  requirements. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  supply  is  by  the  South  Derbyshire  Water  Board,  of 
which  the  Ripley  Urban  District  Council  is  a  constituent 
authority.  A  mains  supply  is  available  almost  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  district,  which  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity.  There  is  no  source  or  treatment  works  in  the  area. 

The  Water  Board  makes  regular  examinations  of  the  water 
going  into  supply.  As  all  water  is  chlorinated  before  being 
passed  into  supply,  the  majority  of  samples  are  taken  after 
treatment. 

Typical  chemical  and  bacteriological  results  are  given  in 
Table  8. 
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Only  the  proportion  of  the  supply  obtained  from  the  Der¬ 
went  Valley  Water  Board  is  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 
Under  the  Derwent  Valley  Act,  1899,  water  supplied  by  the 
Board  is  required  to  be  treated  by  them  for  the  prevention  of 
such  action  before  the  water  is  delivered  to  any  of  the  con¬ 
stituent  undertakings. 

Water  samples  are  only  taken  by  the  Health  Department 
as  an  occasional  check  and  in  cases  of  complaint  or  from  private 
supplies. 

The  Council  has  informed  the  County  Council  of  their 
approval  in  principle  of  the  fluoridation  of  the  public  water 
supplies. 

The  water  continues  to  be  harder  than  is  desirable  in  the 
Ripley  area  and  lack  of  pressure  arises  from  a  number  of  houses 
being  served  by  joint  service  pipes  in  wrought-iron  which  is 
aggravated  by  the  presence  of  lime.  The  Council  has  agreed  to 
make  grants  in  respect  of  the  provision  of  separate  service  pipes 
where  pressure  is  inadequate  and  this  helps  towards  solving  the 
problem. 

The  Water  Board  has  installed  a  softening  plant  at  the 
Homesford  Works  to  deal  with  the  hardness  problem  but  this 
has  not  improved  the  position  and  the  lime  already  deposited  is 
still  there  to  cause  future  problems. 

The  hardness  figures  for  the  past  10  years  are  given  in 
Table  8. 

NOISE 

Complaints  of  noise  have  continued  to  arise  from  time  to 
time. 

Factories  are  sited  among  dwelling  houses  and  noise  com¬ 
plaints  are  inevitable.  Every  effort  is  made  to  reduce  noise  but 
with  varying  success.  The  most  common  cause  of  complaint  is 
the  barking  of  dogs.  The  only  remedy  for  industrial  noise  is 
the  separation  of  the  houses  and  industry  by  means  of  planning 
control.  Traffic  noise  increases  due  to  the  lack  of  a  by-pass 
road. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Sewerage  arrangements  for  the  area  are  not  adequate. 
Some  are  of  insufficient  size,  some  are  defective  due  to  sub¬ 
sidence,  most  are  overloaded,  and  some  areas  are  without 
sewers. 

The  new  Northern  Sewage  Works  is  in  operation  and  new 
sewers  for  the  Heage  Road  Industrial  Site,  Chadwick  Grave  and 
Street  Lane,  including  a  new  pumping  station  and  rising  main 
are  completed. 

The  remaining  work  in  progress  includes  : — 

New  pumping  station  at  Street  Lane  Sewage  Works  and 
rising  main  into  Marehay  sewage  system. 
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New  outfall  sewer  from  Southern  Works  to  Marehay 
Sewage  Works. 

New  sewage  works  on  the  present  site  of  the  Marehay 
Sewage  Works. 

Improvements  to  Heage  Sewage  Works. 

New  pumping  station  at  Derby  Road,  Ambergate,  and 
rising  main  to  existing  outfall  to  existing  pumping  station 
alongside  the  railway  embankment. 

Extension  of  Thacker  Wood  Sewage  Works  and  provision 
of  sludge  pressing  plant. 

New  sewers  to  serve  Slack  Lane,  Nether  Heage,  Heage  Firs, 
Nether  Heage,  Lower  Hartshay  and  Derby  Road,  Amber- 
gate. 

Sewer  extensions  at  Newbridge  Road  and  New  Road,  Heage, 
have  been  completed. 

PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS  ACTS,  1928  AND  1936 

The  standard  adopted  by  the  Council  is  the  Home  Office 
Model  Code. 

Licences  in  force  during  the  year  : — 

Petrol  .  54  for  6,125,300  gallons 

Petroleum  Mixture  .  3  for  1,100  gallons 

Carbide  of  Calcium  .  1  for  5  tons 

CESSPOOLS  AND  SEPTIC  TANKS 

There  are  now  162  cesspools  in  the  district  and  the  Council 
undertakes  their  emptying  free  of  charge.  Two  vehicles  are  used, 
one  of  which  is  a  combined  cesspool/gully  emptier.  The  improve¬ 
ment  grant  scheme  is  increasing  this  work  and  the  sewer 
extensions  bring  welcome  relief.  The  road  gullies  are  emptied 
four  times  a  year.  The  Council  prefers  the  use  of  septic  tanks 
instead  of  cesspools  where  the  nature  of  the  soil  permits  them. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  area,  the  nearest 
being  at  Alfreton,  approximately  four  miles  away.  The  scheme 
to  erect  them  in  Ripley  is  well  advanced. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  Collection 

A  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  Large  items  are  collected  free  by  arrange¬ 
ment. 
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A  short  term  productivity  scheme  is  in  operation  which  pays 
a  10  per  cent  bonus  for  equivalent  financial  savings. 

Provision  of  Dustbins  and  Paper  Sack  Holders 

The  Council  supplies  dustbins  and  paper  sack  holders  at 
cost  price,  plus  a  small  delivery  charge,  and  79  dustbins  were 
sold  under  this  scheme,  together  with  39  paper  sack  holders  and 
one  stand.  Where  paper  sack  holders  are  purchased,  sacks  are 
supplied  free  of  charge. 

Trade  Waste 

The  fee  for  collection  of  trade  waste  from  certain  premises 
is  £1.63  for  each  additional  receptacle. 

The  number  of  waste  units  for  which  fees  were  collected 
was  93  in  1970/71. 

1970-71  1969-70 

£  p  Op 

Trade  refuse  Income  .  151.59  143.54 

Fees  for  disposal  of  loads  of  rubbish  .  348.54  314.44 

The  disposal  of  scrap  cars  is  dealt  with  satisfactorily  under 
the  Civic  Amenities  Act. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Controlled  tipping  takes  place  at  the  Waingroves  Refuse 
Tip.  A  Bristol  Taurus  Tractor  is  in  use.  There  is  a  shortage  of 
suitable  covering  material. 

The  main  problems  are  vandalism,  tip  fires  and  the  blowing 
about  of  paper  anl  polythene  in  windy  weather. 

Transport  and  Vehicle  Maintenance 

Vehicle  maintenance  with  Test  plating  Certificates,  and  rear 
markings,  “O”  licences,  H.G.V.  licences,  etc.,  becomes  more 
complicated  and  increases  costs. 

MISCELLANEOUS  LEGISLATION 
Bag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  name  appears  on  the  register  under  the  Provisions  of 
this  Act — a  local  furniture  dealer. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Two  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  under  the  Act. 

Derbyshire  County  Council  Act,  1954 

Section  146,  Registration  of  Hairdressers 

Detailed  inspections  have  contributed  to  the  high  standard 
of  hygiene  pracised  at  the  local  hairdressers’  premises. 

One  new  registration  was  approved  during  1971. 

Ladies  .  13 

Ladies  and  Gents .  1 

Gents  .  4 
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TABLE  4 


Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  District 


HOUSING 

Closet  conversions 

1 

Public  Health  Act 

122 

Septic  tank . 

6 

Public  Health  Act 

Cesspools  . 

18 

(Means  of  escape)  ... 

1 

Pail  Closets  . 

2 

Standard  Grants . 

14 

Dangerous  Buildings  ... 

7 

Improvement  Grants  . . . 

559 

Flooding  . 

19 

Housing  Conditions 

17 

Salvage  . 

16 

Housing  Acts  . 

213 

Refuse  Collection 

63 

Housing  Acts 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

30 

(Qual.  Certificates)  ... 

9 

186 

Vehicle  Maintenance  ... 

Council  House 

Inspections  . 

12 

Garage  Improvements  ... 

31 

Council  House  Applicants 

2 

Dustbins  . 

15 

Housing  Programme 

Trade  Refuse  . 

5 

Visits  ...  ... 

12 

Water  Supply  . 

14 

FOOD  SUPPLY 

Unsound  Food  .  27 

Food  Hygiene 

Regulations  .  17 

Milk.  Samples  .  2 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND 
RAILWAY  PREMISES 

"Visits  ...  ...  •••  *  •  •  54 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Office  Accommodation 
Visits  .  8 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  1 

Blocked  sewers  and 
drains  .  288 

Drains  inspected  and 
tested  .  232 

Sewer  Connections  ...  18 

Sewer  extensions  ...  1 


Rodent  Control  ...  ...  31 

Disinfestation  .  18 

Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Develop¬ 
ment  Act  1960  .  18 

Clean  Air,  Smoke 
Control,  Fumes,  etc.  ...  140 

Dust  Nuisance  .  1 

Gully  Emptying  .  10 

Smell  .  I9 

Miscellaneous  .  18 

Noise  Abatement  Act  ...  20 

Petrol  (Storage)  Visits  ...  23 

Civic  Amenities  Act  •••  34 

Bakehouses  .  5 

Dairies .  3 

Factories  and  Workplaces  154 

Milk  Distributors .  1 

Preserved  Food  Stores  ...  19 


Page  Twenty-seven 


TABLE  5 


GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Number  on  Register 


Bakehouses  .  4 

Common  Lodging  Houses .  — 

Dairies  .  2 

Factories  and  Workplaces  . 105 

Ice-Cream  Premises — 

(a)  Manufacturers  ...  — 

(b)  Dealers  .  75 

Milk  Distributors  .  14 

Movable  Dwelling  Sites  .  5 

Offensive  Trades  .  — 

Outworkers  .  16 

Preserved  Food  Stores  .  12 


Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  194 


Inspections  made 

5 

3 

154 


1 

2 

6 


19 

54 


TABLE  6 


Summary  of  Complaints  Received 

HOUSING 

MISCELLANEOUS 

General  Defects 

...  11 

Noise  . 

4 

Unsound  Food  . 

18 

DRAINAGE 

Water  in  Cellar  . 

6 

Obstructions,  Sewers 

and  Drains 

...  74 

Keeping  of  Animals 

2 

Sewage  in  House  ... 

2 

Water  Supply  . 

3 

Accumulation  of  Refuse 

1 

INFESTATIONS 

Smoke  Nuisance  . 

12 

Rats  . 

...  81 

Smell  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9 

Mice  . 

...  90 

Hairdressing 

Cockroaches  . 

...  10 

without  Registration  . . . 

1 

Ants  . 

...  9 

Weeds  . 

1 

Wasps  . 

...  3 

Flies  . 

...  1 

Mites  . 

...  1 

Bees  . 

...  1 

Crickets  . 

...  4 
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TABLE  7 


HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 

ELSEWHERE 

Return  for  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1971 


(a)  Repair — Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

Section  9, 10  Public  Health 
and  16  and  similar 

Housing  Act,  1957  Local  Acts  Totals 

Informal  Formal  Informal  Formal  Informal  Formal 

(a)  By  owner  31  4  —  26  31  30 

(b)  By  Local 

Authority  —  —  9  —  9  — 

TOTALS  ...  31  4  9  26  40  30 

(b)  Beyond  Repair — Housing  Act,  1957 

Individual  Houses 

Number  of  1.  undertakings  accepted  (section  16)  .  1 

2.  closed  orders  made  (section  17)  .  15 

3.  demolition  orders  made  (section  17)  .  21 

4.  closing  orders  made  (section  18)  .  — 

5.  closing  orders  determined  (section  27)  .  ■ — 

6.  closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition  orders 

substituted  (section  28)  .  13 

7.  houses  demolished  following  demolition  orders  14 

8.  numbers  of  people  displaced  (a)  individuals  ...  25 

(b)  families  .  16 
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Discretionary  and  Standard  Grant  Return 

(1)  Standard 

Owner/Occupiers  Tenanted 

Standard  Standard 

5  point  3  point  5  point  3  point 

1.  No.  of  applications  received  80  —  14  — 

No.  of  applications  approved  61  —  9  — 

No.  of  applications  refused  3  —  —  — 

2.  No  of  dwellings  improved  .  51 

3.  Amount  paid  in  grants  .  £6,987 

4  Average  grant  per  house  .  £137 

5.  Number  of  amenities  provided  : 

(a)  fixed  bath  .  27 

(b)  shower  .  — 

(c)  wash  hand  basin  .  34 

(d)  hot  water  supply  (to  any  fittings)  .  37 

(e)  water  closet — 

(1)  within  dwelling  .  51 

(f)  food  store  .  — 

(g)  sink  .  2 

(2)  Discretionary 

Owner/ Occupier  Tenanted 

1.  No.  of  applicatians  received  14  8 

2.  No.  of  applications  refused  —  — 

3.  No.  of  applications  approved  10  8 

4.  Number  of  dwellings  improved  .  25 

5.  Amount  paid  in  grants  .  £15,131 

6.  Average  grant  per  house  .  £605 

(3)  Dwellings  outside  improvement  areas 

Number  of  dwellings  improved  to  full  standard  .  76 
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TABLE  8 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Summary  of  Samples  Taken  and  Results 


Samples 

Unsatis- 

Water  Board  : 

submitted  Satisfactory  factory 

Chemical  . 

2 

2  — 

Partial  Chemical  . 

46 

46  — 

Bacteriological  . 

Public  Health  Department : 

48 

48  — 

Chemical  . 

Temporary  and  Permanent 

1 

1  — 

Hardness  only  . 

2 

2  — 

RESULTS  OF  ANALYSIS 

Appearance  in  2ft.  Tube 

.  Clear  and  colourless 

pH  value  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

7.3 

Parts  per  Million 

Total  Solid  Matter  (Dried  at  180 

°  C.) . 

240 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ... 

...  ...  ... 

0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . 

...  •••  ... 

0.02 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  . 

...  ...  ... 

0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . 

...  ...  ... 

0 

Chlorine  (present  as  Chloride) 

...  ...  ... 

20 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four  hours 

at  80°  Fahr. 

0.10 

Hard — Temporary  . 

...  ...  •  c  • 

100 

Permanent  . 

...  ...  ... 

60 

Total  . 

...  ...  ... 

160 

Metals — Lead  . 

...  ...  ... 

0.02 

Fluoride  . 

1.0 

There  was  no  evidence  of  pollution  in  this  sample.  It  was 
similar  in  character  to  previous  samples  from  the  same  source. 
Hardness  : 

The  following 
this  district : — 

Hardness 
Temporary 
Permanent 


110  115  120  195  195  210  150  165  195  160 


table  shows  hardness  of  water  supplies  to 

1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968  1969  1970  1971 
55  45  65  120  120  130  90  100  120  100 
55  70  55  75  75  80  60  65  75  60 


Estimated 

population 

involved 

No.  of  houses  in  district  connected  to  mains  6,369  17,393 

No.  of  connections  made  during  the  year  ...  158  432 

New  Houses  : 

No.  of  houses  in  district  not  connected  to 

main  supply  .  None  known  — 
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TABLE  9 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1837  &  1959 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  : — 

Occu- 

No.  on  Writ-  piers 

Regi-  Inspec-  ten  Prose- 
ster  tions  notices  cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec.  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities  .  8  -  -  - 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Sec.  7  is  enforced 

by  Local  Authority  .  95  84  46  - 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  Out¬ 
workers’  Premises)  .  20  10  -  - 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : — 


Particulars 

Found 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  .  5 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  24 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  3 


Cases  in 

Referred  which  pro- 
To  By  secutions 

Reme-  H.M.  H.M.  were 

died  Insp.  Insp.  instituted 

24  6  —  — 


3.  Outworkers  in  August  List : — 

Making  Wearing  Apparel  ... .  9 
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TABLE  10 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

(a)  Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

No.  of  Registered  Premises 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
Premises 
registered  dur¬ 
ing  the  year 

at  end 
of  year 

receiving 
a  general  in¬ 
spection  dur¬ 
ing  the  year 

Offices  . 

— 

47 

5 

Retail  Shops  . 

— 

119 

30 

Wholesale  Shops  and 

Warehouses . 

— 

10 

5 

Catering  Establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 

public,  canteens  ... 

— 

13 

13 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

3 

1 

Totals  . 

mmmm 

192 

54 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to 

registered  Premises  under  the  Act  .  54 


(b)  Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Section 

7  Ventilation 

9  Sanitary  Conveniences 

10  Washing  facilities 

24  First  Aid  ... 


Number  of 
Contraventions 
found 

.  1 

.  2 

.  2 

.  1 

Total  ...  6 


(c)  Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises 

Number  of  Persons 


Class  of  Workplace  employed 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  458 

Retail  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  589 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  91 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the 

public  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ...  ...  ...  13 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,194 


Total  Males  ...  ...  ...  528 

Total  Females  ...  ...  ...  666 


(d)  Prosecutions  —  Nil. 

(e)  Reported  Accidents  —  Nil. 
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TABLE  11 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Return  for  the  year  1971 


Properties  other  than  Sewers 

Number  of  Properties  in  district  . 

Total  number  of  Properties  (including  nearby 
premises)  inspected  following  notification 
Number  infested  by: 

(i)  Rats  ...  ...  ... 

( it )  Mice  . 

Total  number  of  Properties  inspected  for  rats 
and/or  mice  for  reasons  other  than  notifi¬ 
cation  .  . 

Number  infested  by: 

(i)  Rats  . . 

(it)  Mice  . 

Number  of  Prosecutions: 

(z)  Rats  . ..  •••  ...  . ..  •••  *.< 

(zz)  Mice  . .  . 


Type  of  Property 
Non- 

Agricultural  Agricultural 


7,630  68 

852  3 

81 

90 

2,390  24 

37  4 

74 


Sewer  Treatment  Results 

Total  No. 

Manholes  Number  Takes  Total 


December,  1971  ... 

in  area 
567 

treated 

12 

C.  P. 

(Results  unknown) 

Takes 

June,  1971  . 

567 

12 

99 

99 

— 

December,  1970  . . . 

567 

12 

99 

99 

— 

July,  1970  . 

567 

12 

99 

99 

— 

May,  1970  . 

567 

4 

99 

99 

— 

February,  1970  ... 

567 

4 

99 

99 

- 

November,  1969  ... 

567 

4 

99 

99 

— 

August,  1969 

567 

69 

1 

— 

1 

August,  1969 

567 

4 

(Results  unknown) 

— 

May,  1969  . 

567 

4 

99 

99 

— 

January,  1969 

567 

4 

99 

99 

- 

October,  1968 

567 

4 

99 

99 

— 

March,  1968  . 

567 

4 

99 

99 

— 

September,  1967  ... 

567 

8 

99 

99 

— 

March,  1967  . 

567 

10 

99 

99 

— 

July,  1966  . 

567 

11 

99 

99 

— 

September,  1966  ... 

567 

11 

99 

99 

— 

December,  1966  ... 

567 

10 

99 

99 

— 

April,  1965  . 

267 

57 

99 

99 

— 

July,  1964  . 

190 

190 

99 

99 

— 

April,  1964  . 

377 

289 

99 

99 

- 

June,  1963  . 

377 

377 

99 

99 

— 

March,  1963  . 

520 

84 

— 

12 

12 

Disinfestation 

Treatments  undertaken  during  1971 


Cockroaches 

Ants 

Beetles 

Flies 

Bed  Bugs 
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3 

5 

7 

1 

2 


TABLE  12 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


No.  of 

Estimated 

Population 

houses 

involved 

No.  of  houses  connected  to  sewers 

6,321 

17,262 

No.  of  houses  not  connected  to  sewers  ... 

206 

562 

No.  of  connections  made  during  year  : — 

(a)  existing  houses 

70 

(b)  new  houses  ... 

157 

(c)  other  premises 

5 

No.  of  conversions  of  other  closets  to  w.c.s 


The  Northern  Sewage  Works  is  now  in  full  operation  and 
the  rest  of  the  Major  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 
is  in  progress. 

Sewer  extensions  are  planned  for  Newbridge  Road,  Amber- 
gate  and  New  Road,  Heage. 
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TABLE  13 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSALS  COSTS 


Sanitary  Cleansing 


Expenditure — 

1970-71 

1969-70 

£ 

£  £ 

£ 

£ 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  and  Disposal 

Wages,  Sup.  Insurance  etc. 

22,174 

19,147 

Haulage  . 

6,693 

5,579 

Rents  . 

23 

32 

Tipping  Charges  . 

238 

218 

Protective  Clothing  . 

200 

178 

Tools,  Tip  Dressing  etc.  ... 

186 

67 

Sundries  . 

165 

31 

Paper  Sacks  . 

218 

172 

Hire  of  Vehicle  . 

46 

35 

29,943 

25,459 

Cesspools — 

Wages,  Sup.  Insurance  etc. 

1,251 

1,257 

Haulage  . 

1,603 

1,639 

Sundries  . 

15 

10 

2,869 

2,906 

Nightsoil — 

Wages,  Sup.  Insurance  etc. 

171 

224 

Hallage  . 

161 

99 

332 

323 

Dustbins,  etc . 

157 

133 

General  Administratn.  Charges 

1,492 

1,261 

New  Refuse  Collection  Vehicle 

5,904 

3,242 

40,697  -  33,324 


Salvage 


Wages  . 

2,741 

3,223 

Haulage  . 

416 

397 

Administration  Expenses  . . . 

334 

244 

Rates  and  Insurance  . 

32 

26 

Power  . 

176 

76 

Baling  Wire,  etc . 

242 

103 

Repairs  to  baling  machine... 

29 

37 

Baling  Shed  Improvements 

— 

28 

Baler  . 

809 

— 

Sundries  . 

18 

3 

4,797 

4,137 

Income — • 

Sale  of  Dustbins  . 

194 

171 

Trade  Refuse  (Collection  & 

Disposal)  . 

483 

677  457 

628 

Sale  of  Salvage — 

Paper  . 

3,137 

3,692 

Metals  . 

41 

46 

Textiles  . 

131 

133 

Baler  . 

15 

— 

3,324 

3,871 

4,101 

4,499 

NET  COST 

£49,595 

£41,960 
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TABLE  14 


SICKNESS  RETURNS 


Quarter 

ending 

31-3-71 

30-6-71 

30-9-71 

31-12-71 

1. 

Establishment  . 

26 

26 

26 

28 

2. 

Hours  lost  paid  sickness 

480 

432 

1,312 

1,528 

3. 

Hours  lost  unpaid  sickness  ... 

64 

32 

8 

— 

4. 

Hours  lost  other  reasons 

56 

56 

48 

96 

5. 

Hours  lost  total  . 

600 

520 

1,368 

1,624 

6. 

Possible  working  hours . 

13,520 

13,520 

13,120 

12,680 

7. 

Per  cent  of  lost  time  5  to  6 

4.44% 

3.9% 

10.4% 

12.81% 

8. 

Number  of  men  absent  through 

accident  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TABLE  15 


RECLAMATION  OF  REFUSE  —  DISPOSAL  OF  SALVAGED 

MATERIALS 


Waste  Paper  . 

Non-Ferrous  Metals  ... 
Textiles . 


1971 

T  C  Q  £  p 

343  12  0  3,520.37 

5  65  0  79.21 


348  77  0  £3,599.58 


1970 

T  C  Q  £  s.  d. 
321  3  0  3,271  5  9 

10  3  57  5  4 

7  9  1  104  9  0 


329  3  0  £3,433  0  1 
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Allocation  of  Lorries: — 

NRA-835D:  Housing  Van.  RRB-923E:  Highways  Lorry. 

ERB-635H:  Highways  Foreman’s  Pick-up  Truck.  RNU-31E:  Housing  Van. 

DRA-555G:  Massey-Ferguson  Tractor.  ACH-432H  Housing  Van. 

2935-RA:  Dennis/ Johnson  Suction  Road  Sweeper.  LRB-154J:  Refuse  Collection  Paxit  IIIC. 
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TRB-331 :  Refuse  Collection  and  Salvage  Side  6646-NU:  Refuse  Collection  Paxit  IIIC. 

Loader/Open  Lorry.  VNU-652F:  Cesspool  Emptier. 

B.T.T.  :  (Tractor)  Refuse  Disposal.  UCH-49G:  Public  Health  Dept.,  Foreman’s  Van. 

3004-R :  Cesspool/Gully  Emptier. 


